AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR

Gl GEER Melissa H. Mwai

..............

The Art of Work-for-Hire (WFH) in the Educational Market
Cheat Sheet by Melissa H. Mwai

THE

EOvVcATION

MARKET
S i e

by Mehsse W. Muweal

Part 1: Work-for-Hire Checklist
Follow WFH publishers, book producers, & jobs

Read submission guidelines & catalogues

Match your sample’s writing style

Match your sample’s writing level

Part 2: Work-for-Hire Challenges & Fixes

Part 3: Bonus Sources

Adapted from Art of Work-for-Hire in the Educational Market by Melissa H. Mwai © 2025
Page 1


https://melissamwai.com
https://melissamwai.com

Part 1: Work-for-Hire Checklist

Follow WFH publishers, book producers, & jobs

=2 Publishers: Capstone, Innovation Press, Kane Press, Lee & Low Books (new, unagented
writers)

=2 Publishers: Nat Geo, Rourke, Macmillan Education, Scholastic agent, publication, or
industry connections)

=2 Book Producers: Wonderlab Group, Potomac Global Media, Red Line Editorial (check
locally)

=2 Job Boards: Publishers Marketplace, Publishers Weekly, ShelfAwareness

SOURCES: Ask Google & industry professionals

-> Educational Publishers by Reedsy & Children’s Educational Market by Evelyn Chester

-> American Book Producers

- WFH author credits: Annette Whipple, Monika Davies, Elliot Smith

Read submission guidelines & catalogues

=2 Look for a nonfiction series written by multiple authors published yearly

=2 Usually nonfiction history or science books, fact books, encyclopedias, dictionaries
=2 Check the copyright for a book producer or editors to scan their catalogue

SOURCES:

=2 Writing for the Educational Market from the Highlights Foundation
=2 5 Kinds of Nonfiction by Melissa Stewart

Match your sample’s writing style
=2 Find topics that interest you overlap with series
=2 Match book structure like table of contents, headers, sidebars, glossary, etc.

=2 Is their tone informative, funny, second-person...?

Match your sample’s writing level

=2 Reading Level = Word choice + Sentence length + Word Count + Topic
SOURCES:

=2 The Children’s Writer’s Word Book by Alijandra Mogliner

=2 ATOS Analyzer
=2 Merriam-Webster: Student Dictionary/Thesaurus
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https://blog.reedsy.com/publishers/education-reference/
http://evelynchristensen.com/markets.html
https://abpaonline.org/find-book-producer/
https://www.annettewhipple.com/2017/05/how-my-first-book-was-published.html
https://monikadavies.com/blog/how-to-become-freelance-writer
https://www.dionnalmann.com/interviews-blog-parties--more/category/work-for-hire
https://www.highlightsfoundation.org/2024/05/09/writing-for-the-educational-market-five-pros-share-some-things-to-know-q-and-a/
https://lernerbooks.com/5knf?utm_source=blog&_gl=1*1vzywol*_gcl_au*MTAzMTcyNTY0MS4xNzYwMTQwODg2*_ga*MTkwNDE0NjU3OC4xNzYwMTQwODg2*_ga_9XWL8CX5WT*czE3NjAxNDA4ODUkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjAxNDA4OTgkajQ3JGwwJGgw
https://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Writers-Word-Alijandra-Mogilner/dp/1582974136/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TtPmRbDIR4b-NQ_Y57YFxmE2eFIJtAZKUWYS-hPEeT-7Jwc_ahfTsXzKHZKQ6rltCVAyaktZnzhVPQMoTZHDVznFWuZC3fEOmdBg8dflpS-mZKFFhxrWwWxB2P_er1EIKbM22pOjyGCv-QfqoZuvBbQtt0BwJ5Q0q1z1kb_NZJ5aRLbGTGaLtrrbVG_G1qleRbWiROMPFAt6AEKSt6ueoCS7JFWvqa4h_CGauftNEW8.rbPuSSZrC7gH4Bj73dSXFTWk6KiZsXKBMy74OZ7m6VM&dib_tag=se&hvadid=693849784693&hvdev=c&hvexpln=67&hvlocphy=9199237&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=17313595442762576487--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=17313595442762576487&hvtargid=kwd-299905624694&hydadcr=16849_13419479&keywords=children%27s+writer%27s+word+book&mcid=d959bda276343ed3b635d45deb514dd5&qid=1759872270&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.renaissance.com/resources/atos-analyzer/
https://melissamwai.com

Part 2: Work-for-Hire Challenges & Fixes

1. Juggling Details & Deadlines

Fix: Organize Project Docs, Track Word Counts, & Plan
for Off Days.

=> Organize project docs on your computer or cloud.
Flag important docs by color or keyword.
=> Track daily word counts by section in a

spreadsheet.

=> Use a calendar to track deadlines and invoices.

2. Running into Writer’s Block

Fix: Change Your Writing Routine

=> Try writing longhand, using voice memos, or
notes.
=> Find interesting story threads, facts, and

descriptions to engage you & your readers.

=> Write out of order. Write an exciting section

first. Write the beginning last.
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3. Dealing with Surprises

Fix: Change What You Can & Let Go of the Rest

=> Ask your editor questions.
-> Discuss factual/content issues with your editor.
=> Use track changes for everything.

=> Remember your book is a collaboration with

publishers.

4. Bonus: Organizing your Research

Fix: Use Digital Organization Tools

\7

Hyperlink and screenshot sources.

7

Develop a list of trusted sources like JStor,

Library of Congress, Google Scholar, etc..

Scribbr: for citations and bibliographies.

One Tab: for saving tabs.

Notion: an online customizable workspace.

20 Z0 2

Go analog. Use the same keywords/colors as

your digital workspace.
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https://www.jstor.org
https://www.loc.gov
https://scholar.google.com
https://www.scribbr.com/citation/generator/
https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/onetab/chphlpgkkbolifaimnlloiipkdnihall?hl=en
https://www.notion.com
https://melissamwai.com

Part 3: Bonus Sources

1. Behind the scenes: “The Mysterious World of Work-for-Hire Early Readers” by Melissa H.
Mwai. Beth Anderson’s Blog, Children’s Writer.
https://bethandersonwriter.com/2024/03/08/behind-the-scenes-the-mysterious-world-o
f-work-for-hire-early-readers-by-melissa-h-mwai/.

2. MSU Research. “Research and Publishing Ethics in the Age of Al: Copyright, Community
Consensus, and Spaces Between.” YouTube, 20 Nov. 2024,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knh55PeB__Q.

3. Mwai, Melissa H. “Storystorm 2024 Day 17: Melissa H. Mwai Shares Research Gems.”
Tara Lazar’s Writing for Kids (While Raising Them), 2024,
taralazar.com/2024/01/17/storystorm-2024-day-17.

4. Tools for Dynamic Nonfiction (KidLit Writing Tips). The KidLit Deconstruction Zone

Podcast. YouTube, 30 Sept. 2025, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izuaAZHBgtU.

5. Stewart, Melissa. Nonfiction Writers Dig Deep: 50 Award-winning Children’s Book
Authors Share the Secret of Engaging Writing. 2020.*

6. Salas, Laura Purdie. Writing for the educational market: Informational Books for Kids.

Createspace Independent Publishing Platform. 2014.

'I’'m a Bookshop.org affiliate and will earn commissions through link purchases.
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https://bethandersonwriter.com/2024/03/08/behind-the-scenes-the-mysterious-world-of-work-for-hire-early-readers-by-melissa-h-mwai/
https://bethandersonwriter.com/2024/03/08/behind-the-scenes-the-mysterious-world-of-work-for-hire-early-readers-by-melissa-h-mwai/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knh55PeB__Q
http://taralazar.com/2024/01/17/storystorm-2024-day-17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izuaAZHBgtU
https://bookshop.org/a/108099/9780814133521
https://bookshop.org/a/108099/9780814133521
https://bookshop.org/p/books/writing-for-the-educational-market-informational-books-for-kids/1eb826f9208d2d25?ean=9781500463113&next=t&next=t#:~:text=https://bookshop.org/a/108099/9781500463113
https://bookshop.org/affiliates/profile
https://melissamwai.com
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