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1. Feeling Unable to Start

Research Hack: Think Big Picture

= Go beyond Wikipedia. Use children’s
encyclopedias, children’s library
databases, and children’s books for an
overview and identify your knowledge

gaps.

= Pay attention to the level of detail in
writing and illustrations if you are
searching children’s resources that match
the same age of your readers.
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Feeling Disorganized

Research Hack: Think Like a Manager

= Pre-plan a system to save your research
on your computer, cloud, or phone. Use
keywords for searching.

) | . - Experiment with resource management
tools like Google Docs, Scribbr, Zotero,

Notion, One Tab, or Tropy to make your
workflow more efficient..

Feeling Unsure about Accuracy

Research Hack: Think Like a Detective

= Start with places that vet their sources
like libraries, museums, and colleges.
Ask reference librarians for help.

) | - -> Use fact checking websites.
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4. Feeling Rushed

| Research Hack: Think Fast

=> Use the footnotes in Wikipedia to access
primary sources.

- Use Google Scholar or free academic
databases like JStor.

- Search your library’s catalog with a
keyword, then use the subject field and
recent date to hone in.

5. BONUS: Feeling Bored

i . Research Hack: Think Like a Child

-> Facts can sometimes feel boring. Ask
research questions that connect the
emotional beats in your writing or
illustrations.

=> Use multimedia resources like podcasts,
interviews, documentaries to spark
curiosity.

=> Reach out to academic or business
experts and find out why they’re
passionate about the field.

Adapted from Research Hacks to Level Up Your Writing and lllustration Melissa H. Mwai © 2025
Page 3


https://libguides.hofstra.edu/c.php?g=796539&p=5697278
https://melissamwai.com

Additional Sources

1. Guides: News/Media Literacy and Fact-Checking: Fact-Checking and Prebunking.

info.library.okstate.edu/newsliteracy/fact-checking.

2. LibGuides: Misinformation, Disinformation, and Propaganda: Fake News Infographic.

ouides.library.cornell.edu/evaluate news/infographic.

3. Miller, Naseem S. “Organizing Your Research: A Scientist’S Tips for Journalists.” The
Journalist’s Resource, 21 Sept. 2023,
journalistsresource.org/home/organizing-your-research.

4. MSU Research. “Research and Publishing Ethics in the Age of Al: Copyright,
Community Consensus, and Spaces Between.” YouTube, 20 Nov. 2024,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Knh55PeB__ Q.

5. Mwai, Melissa H. “Storystorm 2024 Day 17: Melissa H. Mwai Shares Research Gems.”
Tara Lazar's Writing for Kids (While Raising Them), 2024,

taralazar.com/2024/01/17/storystorm-2024-day-17.

6. Stewart, Melissa. Nonfiction Writers Dig Deep: 50 Award-winning Children’s Book

Authors Share the Secret of Engaging Writing. 2020.!

'I'm a Bookshop.org affiliate and will earn commissions through link purchases.
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